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CONTEMPLATIONES MUNDI, 
; & Inmmortalitatis : 


CONTEMPLATIONS 
O F | 
The WORLD, 
And of IMMORTALITY. 


j=——= Whata World is this! who doth not know, . 
ASS How vile and vain are all things here below? 


m_ 2 I And what doth Promiſe fairely, and pretend | 
S259 A To fſatisfaRion, fails Us inthe End. 
WE ZR Where we beſtow our chiefeft care & coft, 
EXC) Our hopes are fruſtrate, expeQations loſt ;; 
And commonly what: we do moſt affe&, | 
With greateſt” Grief upon us doth refle&. 
What doth a Man more ardently defire, 
In's Youth, Then that he may a Wife acquire ; 
Rich, Beautiful, and Young, of Vertuous mind, 
And happy He, that ſuch a One doth find. 
Of all the dkſlings that on Earth befall -: 
She is the greateſt and if God. withall 
Doth Children give , that towardly do prove, - 
This fruitfull Vine, theſe Olive-Branches love, . 
With joy will cheriſh ; Nature, Reaſon too-, 
Tell him, -for them he cannot too- much do. 
But if his Wife grow froward, 'twill offend 
If he ben't wiſe, or ſhe her manners mend; : 
If he be jealous, and her faith ſuſpe& , 


(Which God defend:) This turns Ca ſoure negleR, * 


Or if his Children ſhall : 111 courſes take , 


. This will torment, and make his heart-ſtrings ake > * 


A.J-- Croſſes. s 


14 


Croſſes more outward, he may better bear, + 


But theſe will inwardly his bowels tear. .- 

Children ate.certain Cares - and ,charges to us ; 

Uncertain Comforts, and too oft undoe us. 
What then. Live ſingly, ſo thou. mayſt be free, 


But more or leſs Thou then a Man muſt be; - 


If thou. live chaſtly : Tis a Gift ſorare, 
Unlefſe thou haſt it, thou thy Vow maiſt ſpare, 
Th'art mov'd to marry, that thou mayſt ſurvive 
In ſpicht of Death, in th flue left alive. 

Suppoſing all things , well -then; Haft thou got 
A fair Eftate, by Induſtry, or lot, ' - +: 
Or by deſcent > Oh happy mayſt thou be! 

If all be found, and ther's no- guilt in.thee, 
Or thine Eſtate inherent ; For if ſo, 

It like a Carker frets, away 'twill go. 

The Wit of Man can hardly long ſecure, 
What Gods impartial, Juſtice finds impure. 

But doth it hold, and the third Heir ſucceed, 
Thy Grand-child great and hopefull > O take heed 
To's Education ! leſt from thence may ſpring 
Some Vice, that to Confuſion all may bring. 


Youth would be free and frollick, Do'(t retain 


Him yet at home? Perhaps an idle train 


_ Of Tenants, Neighbours, Servants, or who not, 


Draw their young Maſter to affet the Pot; 
Or what's th: Country gallantry. The* Mother 


May him ſupply, and ſuch Debauchments ſmother. 


Thus 1s his Youth corrupted? This ſou'r taſte , 

Th' ill ſeaſoned . Veſſel will retain ll lafl. 
Or is hz wean'd from home, and fo ſent out, 

To th' Univerſity > Then look about. 

Hath hea carefull Tutor ? Doth he fix 

Unto his Study cloſely, or play tricks ? 

If ſo? His early Hopes may ſoon be cropt , 
And this fair Branch from oft thy Tree be lopt. 
But comes he fairly off, and doth proceed 
Unto ſome Inne of Court, in hope to ſpeed ; 

An1 get thoſe galden Apples growing there, 
Which Dragons keep, and few away do beare ; 


Temptations 


C5] 
b Temptations there are rife, which way be will, ' - 
; h He may findmeans, his lults how to fulfil1,  ; 
7 | To which his Youthinclines. If's pleaſure grow, _ 
6 'Monglt Wine or Women ? There Companions flow 
To pleaſe his humour, which if he purſue, 
Hee his 1ntemperance too late may rue. |. | 
a is Yet hold you me; He may not be refitrain'd 
Ther's honour and advancement, to be gain'd 
Among'ſt thoſe Hero's ; Hemay be a'Prince, 
As was 'twice famous De L' Amonr ; and fince 
He that entitled was to all the Grange, . ., _ 
Wt equipage ſo Prince-like, courtly, ſtrange, 
That it did exerciſe Mercure, Quill, .,. 
Which with ſuch adnnication did us fill,. 
Fame flew ore Mountains with it into Fales, . 
And did amaze 'em there with ſuch ſtrange Tales 
As ſince their Kin Cadwallader did. raign, 
They never heard; or when they ſhall again 
Aeritn hath not foretgld, though ſome of late, 
New Princes can, from his old Sawes create. 
4 But on th=ſe objeRs let us only glance, 
To be a Prince, it is not each Mans chance. 
Would thy Gallanto, (in's affe&ions free,) 
Unto ſome Lady faina ſervant be? 
Take hzed he be not caught : But if you find 
He do'ſt in due reſpe&t to Woman-kind ? 
To viſit Ladies, ſo they vertuous be, 
On fair accounts, may tolerated be. 
Youth ſhould be wary though, Siremiar Charms | 
Tickle to Death, *ere they perceive their harms. 
For a divertiſement, unto a play, 
'Tis much in uſe, to droll the time away. 
To ſee, be feen ; And talk when we are gone 
How well the Scenzs were fitted ; What's well done, 
What not. how here appear'd ſome Art, 
How well brave Roxel;xa plaid her part. 
With this, and that : To cenſure, or to praiſe 
"How here the Poet did deſerve the Bates, 
But there he fail'd. . O this is rarely fine, 
At ſuch diſcourſe Who would not gladly dine ? 
A 3 | 


; Hea Cantroller ofthe. Witsis a | 
| And Wit do's well, if ive tov dearly bought. TON 
| Bur ſuchill conſequences oft attend af | 
Theſe Courſes, they bring ſorrow in the end, = WMICTE 
Who idely lives is Subject unto all -- VS &t 
 Affaults and Miſchiefs, that may him befatl. LES Ca14 £44 
* Tf 'twere but loſſe of time; ther's teaſon why. Ee 4P 
TheStudious Soul ſhould looſe companions fly * L412 
| Thattemptand raint ; Who would no evil{ Goes 
Shuns all occaſions that may tend thereto;- 
And he thatdoth his bettet part regard -- 
O'ce all his Senſes tnuft keep watch-arid ward; | 
Here lies the Danger then. Thy heit is knows 
Much Money, Credit, and eſtate t6-0wl. | 
| Thisis a Luce. that from all-Quarters draws --- 
The Birds of prey, to ſeize him in their Clawes-- © 
HeRors and Gameſters haunt him with deſigns -' 5 2.7454 : 
To dig into him, * and exhault his. Mine. FAA | 
| Andif they drilf him on to game and play, 
He with the deſperate Dye throwes all away. 
\ And what his Anceſtors in many Yeers 
Have got, He in one night aſunder tears, 
| He's Guld and cheated, and away mult rot, 
| Or ſnap't by Catch-poles, in a priſon rot, 
And poſſibly, 'ere he goes off the Stage 
Me to undoing doth his Friends engage. ' 
Andthus thy Heir, which ſhould "thy houſe "og 
- Doth pullit down, and leave you eA-la-mors, 
But if he theſe ſnares, and comes tobe, 
- An Utter-Batrifter ; Yet don” t we fee 
| The Gown and Title don't a-Lawyer make, 
| 1f th' Head-piece be not right The back will ake, 
| That wears that weighty Robe. He needs a Stock. 
Of Parts and Arts. You know of every Block. 
| Merenryis not fram'd, nor wiſdome found 
| Jn-bodies that with folly do abound. 
Yet if he grow in praQtice, ando de 
Croud:d with Clients, and the Colden Fee 
Flows in ; Let him beware he-don't o're-Qraine,,. 
| His Conſcience then, to multiply his.gain, 


_ 


Tr atſurement *s great, and fo the Danger's more, © 

To 2ain the World, and looſe his Soul therefore, © 
Yet there's a way to proſper, fair and long 

By helping ſuch to right, as luffer wrong, - | 

Pleading the Widdowes andthe Orphans cauſe 

Freeing the Innocent out of the Pawes - 

(þ Of Fierce Oppreflors, Thus heele honour doe, 

; Unto himſelf, and his profeſſion too, | 

"ig - The Coife and Searle Robes do then adorne,, :- 

When they by perſons of true Worth are worne. 

Judees, as mortall Gods ſupport the State ,.:  - 

If they fear God, and covetonineſſe hate. 

For when Corraption rots, :and all falls down 

Integrity will flouriſh with renown. =o | 
But, whet's this Man of Men? Oh it nat ſed 


Aſtrea's left us, and to heavens fled? 
That Juſticelately leag'd of Cother de, _ 
Threyw by her Scates, Or elſe them nufimploid, 
And Her moft ſacred Sword, erit us'd to ſmite 
The Rebell down, did ſet him bolt up: gh, 
And feld the Loyal Innocent? Who not ? 
Oh let theſe horrid Tragedches nere blot, 
The Laws, or their profeſſors tiehtly form'd : 
*Twas hieh Injuſtice, when the Throne was Rorm'd. 
All truth and richt were raviſh'd Arms bore ſway, 
May we n'er ſee again ſo ſad a day. | 
Pardon a moy.. Thon now a Way haſt found 
To place thy Tounker out on ſurer ground 
Bind him Apprentice. Let him crofle the Main, 
View Forreign parts ; Returning home again 
He as a Merchant, ſhall profoundly dive, 
Into a cloſe myſterious Craft, and thrive, 
That he an Aldermans Eſtate,may gain, 
Ride the trapt Horſe, Deckt with a golden Chain, 
Wear Scarlet, and fine Linnen , every day, 
Fare moſt deliciouſly, and bear ſome (way. 
' Be courted both in City and in Town, 
And honour'd as a Lord of high renown. 
- _ Ohthis is brave indeed ! Who would not be, 
' Bound for a time, that he mivht thus be free ? 


— 


* And fortunate? Yea, venture Life, what not? 

' - That on fo fair a, ground, might fall his lot. 
Yet ſtay fond Fool, and.thou mayſt ſoon deſcry 

This ſplendid ſhow, hath much of Pageantry. 

And as in Lotteries the Blanks abound, 

| Whereto the Trumpets never do reſound : 

But Prizes few , which-they do {0 proclaim, 

That it draws on Adventurers amain : 

So here ; Thou ſeeſt a few Men richly ride, 

But not how .many fail and flip afide | 

AS quite undone ; . Nay, we ſometimes do know 

Theſe men diſmounted too, and fall full low: 

So many wayes there be by Sea and Land, 

To rutne ſuch, as on Adventures ſtand. 

And what greives moſt, Aﬀfiiction makes thoſe fly, 

. Who courted them in their proſperity; . 

- Which this old Obſervation true doth prove, 

Some do mens Fortunes, more tha Perſons love. 
But 1f they thrive, and to their Callings keep, 

See how they cark and care, and hardly ſleep, 

For fear of loſing what they ſo have got. 

And well it is, if no miſ{dealing blot 

Their Conſcience, fince their trade ( for lucres fake ) 

Of- good and evil Arts, doth much partake. 

And then their eain is lofſe. The Heir all ſpends 

In Luxury and Riot; Soit ends. | 
If ſo? A Soruldier let him be, and then _ 

Hee'le hew his fortunes out of Rocks and Men, 

As hard as they. We ſee how they have thriven, 

Andall with huge applauſe before 'em_ driven. 

And who would not a great Commander be ? 

Souldiers of Fortnne . gallant are and free , 

Honors and Empires they obtain, and by 

The Sword they Rule and Reign ; Who'l this deny ? 
Yet main't I ask this queſtion ? Is't a Trade, 

., That God or Nature uncorrupt, ere made ? 
Or cam't from Cain and Nimrod? And we ſay, 
The worſt of Creatures, are the Beaſts of Prey; 

That feed on. Blood and. Slaughter + Be he made 

A Butcher rather, tha of ſuch a trade, | 


[ 


amnduc co ou c ar oc. Megs reds Fle'xhei oat. 


. PE OT 


— 
. 


'[9] 


And though - of: late, «b -Providence.'and Plue. -- | 


Some ſo prevail'd ; they brought th2 Owners ur..:-. 
And then :took all for thei:s. Yet.I want light. 
How ſuch an Uſurpation makes a right. 

I grant, . to fight -in our own juſt defence, 
Or where the War is not on. vain pretence, 
But juſt and needfull ; under due Command 
We orderly unto our Arms may ſtand. 

But much I fear, this 1s not alyayes weighd, 
And therefore, whatſoe're we. find 1s {aid 


Of ſome mens grand atchievements, and their ſtory 


Is blazon'd out with attributes of glor 


Yet when ( pocr Mortals) they f.om $I are hurl'd, 


7ruth tels Us, They were Troublers of the Werld, 
And that Commander, who his chargg refign'd. 

To Charles the fifth, didwell. informe his mind , 

How needfull *twas, He ſhould ſome diſtance have, 


'Twixt that Imployment, and his look'd for Grave. 


For ſurely though Ambition -bears'em high, 


Th Account is ad, when ſuch Men come to Dye ; 


Their End approch'ng ,” In another; Sence 

Things then. appear ; 'When once the Conſcience 
Is wakned , and affrighted with the Guilt 

Of all the blood;. which they have looſly ſpilr, 
Now to be reckon'd for :' When once orim Death 
The King of Terrors, ſhortens their weak breath, 
Though formerly theſe Men did little fear , 


Yet now, a wounded Spirit, who can' bear ? 


And therefore I thoſe mad-men think, or fools, 
That raſhly meddſe with ſuch (haip edg'd-Tools 
At all adventur:s, and Co ne're coniult 
With Groti#s, or conſider the. Reſult, 

There hardly can be:any: true content ': .. 

In an Imployment that's not innocent, 

Or jaltly mannag'd. Let me never th ong 

Into a Trade that thrives: by doing wrong : 
Let me alwayes my mind with Patience arm , 
And rather Suffer, than be doing harm. | 

What then? Let Him go ftudy Phyſick , ard 
Rack all his brains, 'to ſearch, and underſtand 


What 


Sta 
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What Solomon the wiſeft King ere wrote, 

Or utter'd ; Or by others hath been ſought, 
In Natures cloſeſt -Entrailes: This will doit, 
*Ts natural, his Gems leads him to it ; 

The Knowledge is delightful , who do not learn 


The ftrange effe&s of cauſes to diſcern, | 

And try the hidden Vertue that remains, | 

In- all that this valt Univerſe contains. -.- ; 
This is a noble Science, deep as high , | 


Ano when he comes this Knowledee to apply, ? 

0 praRiſe ; he is fee'd, and honour'd then, ; 

As the Preſerver of decaying. Men. : 

Sith skin for skin, and whatſoe re men have , 

They'l part with, to preſerve .em from the Crave ; 

So ſweet is Life to- ſome, that pine and cry 

With pain, and yet unwilling are to dy. , 
And yet admitting this for truth, we may 

Conſider what Hipocrates did ſay , ; 

The Art is long to leatn, Mans Life 1s ſhort , 

Th'Experience dangerous, not made in ſport. 

And hence it follows , that for all their skill, 

In ſtead of Curing, .they ſometimes do kill : i 

So dark diſeaſes are ! The Cauſes they | 

Do not diſcern, and ſo miſtake their way 

Of helping Nature , haftning to their end 

Thoſe Patients, whom to ſave. they did pretend. ; 

Which though the Laws don't puniſh, ſurely they - _ | 

For raſh miſtakes, ſhould abſolution pray : 

How can Kel:gio Medics diſpence 

With things that come ſo near the Conſcience ? 
And whereasall their Art ſhould mainly bend 

With eaſe of pain, our life how to extend; _ 

They often in the main do.erre, whilſt they 

With ſtrong Exotick-med'cines force away 

A pungent fickneſs ; ſo that now by this, 

The Conſtitution of the Body 1s . ... | 

Alter'd and weakn'd, and for preſent eaſe, DT” 

We're caſt into a contrary diſeaſe, . 

Which ſhortens life : thus between Extreams 
We periſh by thiunhappy uſe of Mears: .. 


Which 
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Which ( with ſome other reaſons) ofteti make |. 

Some ſhun their very Phyſick for healths ſake. 
And as *tis ſaid, Apollo could net cure 

Himſelf with all his Art ; (© this is ſure, 

Phyſicians alſo Die, as ſoon as any 

That freely ltve, which terrifies the many ; 

And when they ſee, an: Ague doth 'em poſe, 


They doubt, they cannot ward them from Death's blows : 


If Peper-poſſet and good Candles can- 
Not do Ls Work? Oh then, God help the Man! 
Befides, if. you conſider all the prancks 
Adted by Empericks and Monnebancks, / 
On Patients over-credulous; Yowud* mule 
How they the Vulgar can fo much abuſe : - 
But her's the Knack A cheap and fpeedy Cure, 
Is what the People pray, and they affure. | 
And if it take, Ozacks have theirthanks and more. 
Though learr'd Phyſicians did the work before: 
Opinton ſo from Truth and Merit fyerves, - 
It may diſcourage ' him that beſt deſerves, 
Now fince Phyſicians of the Body fare 
So 1ll ſometimes ; lets of the Soul take Care :- © 


And let thy Heir Contemptlate night and day, 


How he to Heaven, thr the Milkey-way 
Of Light may ſafely walk , and others lead 
Inftructed rightly in thoſe Paths to tread; - 
Faith and Good Works, by grace Divine, will guide 
Us ſafely, when blind Zealots Rep afide : - 
A Holy Life, with Heavenly Do&rine ſuits: 
Our Saviour ſaies, We know Trees by their fruits. 
Thrice Bleſſed they, atid their reward not ſmall 
That help to free us from thz ſlaviſh thrall 
Of Sin and Sathan 5 Such Divines we own 
As Gods Embaſſadors to fetch: us home : 
Of double honour, as mo} worthy, we 
Muſt them eſteem ; $o let them ever be. 
But Lord, of late, what lying ſpirit dicſt 


' Thou ſend abroad, ( to puniſh us amidft dean 
Our vile Tranſereſfions ) ſo that they who. did © 


Seem Goſpel-teachers , ( aSif all beſtrid 
hk ; B: 2 
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With Fiends and Furies ' »Did moſt highly 'rane, 
And under coldur :of' a Covenant 1 

 Compos'd by wicked: Craft, as in thy Name, 

What>ere was Holy, boldly did prophane,. -_. ' . . 
AnJ pull down what was high, with. great diſdain,, | 


That they o're all might domineer andraign? '.- | 
And though for Peace and: Truth :.they did pretend, ' I 
Yet they by War and Falihood, 1nthe end, | : : 
( For Reformation ſake, by meer deluſion) | : 
Brouoht King and Chutch, and All unto'Confuſon : *' 


Whiltt Curfing CHeros, to uphold the Sword, - 
They ſeem'd to fight: the: Battmls of the. Lord.. 

O horrid Villame ! thus to: beſpot:; : 
Reformed Relivion with! ſo foul a:blot ;- 
Such Pmlpit- Drummers. , ſuch black ſeeming-ſaints , 


” 


And Cantins Gypſies 1. How. cit faints” - | 
To think upon Aer then: avordes Vs} .-- 
From i1ch.Blind-Cuides,:. 200d Lord deliver me. 
But as unſavory: Salt, : though ſome are meet 
To be caſt out, and troden- under feet ; 
Yet others ſtillwere Orthodox, and: right, | 
Aud now, as Gold theice, purififd, ſhine bright. FP 
And howſfoere ſome did: the Scriptures -wreſt: | ; 
To their defiruQion;. as of things-1hz beſt . 
Corruption 1s the worſt:;, yet whenall's try'd, 
Wiſdome is of her Children juftifi d, | 
The Fun&ion Holy is, and they 'that do, 
It undertake, ſhould all be -holy. too : 
AS call'd from Heaven, to be -crucifi'd 
Unto the World, and ſo-ſe!f-mortifi'd; 
Sad is; his caſe that.doth to others. prate; 
Whilſt he himſelf is found a Reprobate. 
And though our:Monaſteries all are doyn , 
A Prieſt of: a retir'd Life we'd own , 
And honour ; As from Worldly cares remote, 
To.be more free, and piouſly deyote : - -: FI 
This would in- time reduce the world- to: know - ———= 
What Honour we to God's: true Servants owe.. 
But this,. perhaps, unto thy tender -Heir 
Uvpleaſant 1s, ang ſeemeth too ſevere, 


| £13] 
Things preſent take us moſt, and therefore he 
Ambitious 1s a Courtier how to be. 

There is.the Pomp and Pleaſure , every day 
Clad in ſoft rayment; as a Gallant may 
He ſhine and be obſerv'd : For to the Court 
From many places People do reſort : 

Who'd not affe& to ſee, and to be ſeen, 
And Flouriſh where the Spring alwayes is green. 

Yet pauſe a while, 1 thee my Friend exhort, 
Ere thou ſtep ore: the Threſhold of the Court, 
What doft thou there expe& 2? tenrich- thy mind 
By ſuch examples as thou: there mayſt find, 

Or holy precepts > Doubtleſs, both there be. 
Yet if thou there 1mprov'lt, *tis rare to. ſee. 
In Courts, ſuch ftrong Temptations do affail; 
And Policies. o're Piety prevail : LY 
The Poet's Counſel did of old import, 

Who would be Poms; Let him quit the (ours. 

But thou halt well deſerv*d, and ſervice done 
Unto thy King. and Country, and art come, 
ExpeAing areward ; Be patient yet 
Whilſt others, ( ks deſerving ) places vet ; 

The Race is not alwayes- unto the {wift, 

Theres ſomething elſe, doth ſometimes vive the lift ; 
A ſprinkling of Court-holy-water thou 

Perhaps mayſt-get, to ſmooth thy wrinckled brow, 
And be not angry : For'thov knowſt the King” 

Is wholly good and gracious. Yet each thing 
He can't diſcern; from others tongues he hears, 
And ſome are skil'd in tickling Princes ears, 

And would Monopolize'im wholly, leſt 

His Majeſty ſhould know who ſerv'd him. belt : 

And more than ſome; that too much do pretend, . 
The Truth is ſtrong, and will prevail inth' end, 

Yet wilt thou venture on? Doſt thither bring _ | 
A Fortune, fith ſoon there, that very thing 
Admittance 9ains? Confider; and take heed , 

Doſt thou with Favour in thy Fortune ſpeed ? 
'T has been obſery:d,that ſome who empty come, 
Go. full away, the full go empty home.. | 
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Some drive 2 ſubtle trade ; beware of that, 
Pharoh's Lean Kyne did ſoon devour the fat. 
Therefore ſome 1ay, and think ther's reaſon fort, 
Firſt make thy Wilt, & re thou come neer the Conrt, | 
But doſt thou in thy Prince's favour thrive> , 
Thow'ſt then be thought the happieſt man alive, - | | 
If thou hold'ſt on ; But in this Jewel race, «P» 
Each Courtier covets how to have a ſhare ; | 
© And this Rivality doth envy raiſe, 
Which as with Briers, to odſtrudt thy wayes , 
Intangle will thy: feet, untill thou canſt KY 
Not well proceed, retreat, or ſafely ftandft. 
So fickle 1s Court-favour , andthe place * 
Attended (tilt with danger and diſgrace : 
- That how muck higher thou waft mounted e'rt 
Thy fall's the greater, when the the wheel's reverſt. 
Which if thou fear, fordear thou then to clime. 
Keep thine own ſtation, husband well thy time , 
And thy Eſtate, If thou canſt bring thy mind 
To be content, thou wilt a Treaſure find 
Still full and lowing. Happy man 18 he, | 
Can with his Country life delighted be; | | T 
In what his Farm affords : A fober dyet, | 
With 'a good Romacheaten ;” yeilds him quiet 
And pleaſant reſt ; His body healthfull, irons, 
With life as cheerful as the. dayes are long. 
Thus with thy Family, thou as a Prince 
Mayſt live and die, ſecur'd with Innocence ; 
But if than doſt affe& abroad tofly, 
 Thou'lt find what thou adnur'ſt, is vanity , 
And brings withall, vexation of Spirit. 
Who loves the Workd, let him it's cares inherit, 
And Croſſes too; he'l find that every thing 
He dotes upon, will diſappointment bring. 
Beauty, with Youth and Health, are Things moſt gay ; 
Which Sickneſs withers, A#e takes quite away. - 
Strength hath its failings,-and inticements 'to0 a 
Theſe Fair Endowments often' do undo 
Thoſe whoſe ore'prize *em. Wit and learning high, 
The Wiſe-man ſaid, are full of vanity, 


Money 
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Money, that as a Queen, the World doth fyva 

Doth ſcarce {0 often hy as't doth betray, F 

To danger, them that own it. Han't we ſeen, 

The richeſt Men have ſoon'{t Delinquents bin > 

Yea rob'd and ſpoild, byſuch as did deviſe, 

To break all Lawes ſo they might tyrannize? 
And when th' ambitious get preferments high 

Some looking on 'em with an evill eye. 

Complot to undermine 'em with diſgrace 

So they 're thrown down, by ſuch as ſeek their place. 
On this worlds Stage, we ſeveralparts do play, 

But the laſt A& doth all the reſt diſplay, 

Which ſhews, that anſwer was not much amiſſe 

That Solon gave to Creſſws, which was this, 

That no man here could happy ſaid to be , 

Though great and rich, till we his end do ſee. 

Thus are we toſt and tumbled upſide down 

Ther's nothing Stable heere ; no not the Crown. - 

To time and chance ſo much their doth belong, 

The Battaile is not alwayes to the ſtrong, x 

Such ſtrange events do often interpoſe, 

That crofle our expeRations in the cloſe. 

God wils it ſo, that we in him ſhould truſt, 

Whoſe wayes are often ſecret, alwayes juſt, 
Andas we do incertain all things find , 

So they're unſatisfying to the mind. 

The higheſt honours, pleaſures, profits all, 

Mixt with ſome Hony, have much more of Gall, 

Which whoſoever greedily ſhall taſt, 

I'th bottom hee'le find bitterneſle at laſt. 

Which ſours and fickens, and cannot diſpenſe , 


A full contentment. to Mans carnall ſenſe, 


Much leſſe a Satisfa&tion can impart, 

To his latge Soul, and ever thurſty heart ; 

Which cannot acquieſce, but pine with grief 

Becauſe they cannot find a full relief 

In any thing that's here below the Suty 

Where all muſt end thatever was begun, 
Farewel deceitful World then ; Since I ſee, 

Thy fond Idolaters deluded be. 
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And what withappetite in ſuppoſition 
They molt adore, falls ſhort in their fruition ; 
Like Sodom's Apples, ſeeming full and fair, 
But touch'd, all toil, imoaky and noiſome are. 

Henceforth then, what my Judgement doth condemn, 
Let me in my deſires :as much contemn ,- 
And practiſe whats nere to be forgot, 
To ule this World, as though I us'd it not; 
Placing my Treaſure, where no Moth can fret, 
Nor Ruſt corrupt, nor Thieves away it get: 
And (o preſerve my Heart entire and free, 
That ic may never more entangled be 
With this Worlds painted, guilefull, guilded ſhows, ' 
Nor look on Pleaſure as it comes, but goes; 
And curbing my affe&ions (till beware, 
My ſenſes do not my weak Soul enſnire , 
Which is immortall, and accompt muſt give 
Of what I do, whilſt here on Earth I live. 
Whichif conſidered duely, may prevent 
Thoſe follies, that I daily do lament : | 
And that henceforth I may offend no more. 
Aﬀiſt me Lord, thy Aid I do implore. 

Great God and good, let me no longer ſtray 
In this Worlds Labyrinth, ſhew me the way 
How to return; with thy all-ſaving Grace. 
Condu& me through this Lifes uncertain race ; 
And bring me home to Thee, where pleaſures flow, 
And Joys unmixt with grief, which none here kno ; 
Whzre free from <in and Sorrow, Envy, Want, 
Thy bleſſed Saints do Hallelajahs Chant : 
Lord, cleanſe my ſin-polluted Soul, and takz 
Me to thy Reſt, for my Redeemer's ſake, 


Amen. Amen, 


Amen. 
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